
The Royal British Legion 
Builth Wells Branch 



LEGION 



Newsletter 




October 2014 




LEGION 



2014-18 

The Great War Centenary 



World War One started in 
August 1914. Within three 
days of war being declared, 
Britain sent troops to fight. 
The British Army, then known 
as the British Expeditionary 
Force (BEF), was relatively 
small, numbering only about 
730,000 men and scattered 
across the entire British 
Empire. The BEF included 
reserves and there were 
only 125,000 men ready for 
immediate action in Europe. 

YOUR COUNTRY 
N EEDSYOU 

In 1914, the German Army 
had approximately 800,000 
to 900,000 men ready to fight 



Can you help? 



Can you spare a few hours each week? 

we have a number of roles available for 

volunteers across Wales 

Get in touch and join us 

Full training and expenses paid 

Contact us at: wales@britishlegion.org.uk 
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was comprised almost entirely 
of professional soldiers with 
good training. They were 
considered some of the 
soldiers in the world at 
time but, despite this, 
small numbers could not 
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Once war was declared, 
Lord Kitchener, British 
Minister for War, appealed for 
volunteers to join the BEF. 
W ithin days, thousands 
of men volunteered at 
recruitment stations around 
the country. Fathers, sons and 
brothers - whole communities 
gave up their men to join up. 
A round the country 'Pals' 
battalions were created 
these were regiments based 
on local groups, where the 
majority of the men knew 



Other similar 
groups were formed, based 
on their professions, such 
as the Footballer's Battalion 
(with whom Walter Tull fought) 
and the Artists' Rifles which 
included the poet Isaac 
Rosenberg. 
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facebook 

Like us at /TheRoyalBritishlegionBuilthWellsBranch 





The Royal British Legion 
Builth Wells Branch 

Branch News 

As a branch we remain very active ensuring that we 
remain visual in the community and continue to raise 
funds towards the Poppy Appeal. Recent events have 
included a whist drive which raised £71 , a golf 
tournament which raised £570 and a very successful 
bucket collection on the exits for the Royal Welsh 
Show which generated over £1300, I would like to 
thank all those who have given their time to organise 
and participate in these events. 
In addition, our Chairman Adam Johnstone attended 
as a guest of the Royal Welsh Show along with Angus 
Maxwell who as a WWII veteran provided the BBC 
with an interview and commentary during a fly past of 
vintage spitfires. It was a great honour to be asked to 
participate in this prestigious event and also to take 
the salute from the Royal Signals White Helmets 
motor cycle display team. 

Builth Wells Royal British Legion Lights Out 

Ceremoir 

We would like to thank the Reverend 
Philip Morris and Reverend Brian 
Reardon for holding the "Lights Out 
service" at Builth Wells War memorial on 
Monday night. 

We also wish to thank all of the 
members of the local community who 
turned out late in the evening to support 
the event. 

A thank you also goes out to Marcus 
James and all the other local firemen 
who attended, your support was 
appreciated last night as is your service 
throughout the year. 





Whats On Locally 

7th November Remembrance Concert 

Alpha Chapel 
9th November Remembrance Sunday 
10th November Whist Drive 

Golf Club Builth Wells 
17th November Whist Drive 

Golf Club Builth Wells 
1st December Whist Drive 
Golf Club Builth Wells 





5 The Royal British Legion 
^ Builth Wells Branch W 

The Flanders Fields Trophy 

Golf Tournament 
(in aid of the Poppy Appeal ) 
On Saturday 13th September 2014 

The Builth Wells Branch of the Royal British Legion would 
like to thank all its sponsors for all their help and support. 




WYE JEWELLERS 

6 High Street, 01 982 552550 

Builth Wells, wyejewellers@yahoo.co.uk 
LD2 3DN 



CONTI'S NEWSAGENTS 

29 High St, Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3DL 

Phone:01982 552256 



Caer Beris Manor 



Hawthorns 

Local gift shop and confectioners 
24 High St, Builth Wells LD2 3DN 
Phone:01982 552253 




The White horse Bar B&B 

Builth Wells Food Served all Day 

Tel:01982 553171 
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ROY BROWNS COACHES 
British Coach Tours & Private Hire 
15 high st Builth Wells 
01982 552597 




Beautifully Bonkers Hair and Beauty Salon 
t 27 High Street Builth Wells LD2 3AB 
J? ©DlCerS 01982 551171 

Ladies Country Store and Emporium of Quirky Gifts, Clothes and Shoes 



greyhound 
hotel 



BUILTH WELLS 
01982 553255 



BREADSTIX 


01982 553900 

^fflSi^^3 High Street 

* Builth Wells 

Powys LD2 3DN 


Free wrfi, fresh ground coffee, home made cakes 
01982 551700 


Nibletts Mica Hardware 

High St Builth Wells, Phone:01982 553624 


Traditional Butchers 

12 High Street, Builth Wells MORGANS 

01 982 551 008 v ^ fer^K 


U AMD Good food & Great 
| I! b L lf\ 1^1 D atmosphere 

12 Broad St, Builth Wells 


The Merrie Fryer 

Traditional Fish and Chip Restaurant and Takeaway 
38 High Street, Builth Wells 



Llanelwedd Arms Hotel 

Tel:01982 553282 Station Road Builth ll'i ff 



Tel: 01 982 553 888 



Cc's Sandwich Bar strand street LD2 3aa Builth wells 
Restaurant/Cafe 01982552225 



K Dixon Plumbing And Heating 

Local Gas Safe Registered number/ Engineer 
01982 551023 



Haydn Lewis 

Haydn Lewis Financial Services 



Tel: 01 597 824338 
info@haydnlewis.co.uk 



Local family butchers: 16 High St v Builth Wells 01982 553681 



STRAND 



CAFE & RESTAURANT 



Th& Omw/JcJ/j Arm 

Builth Road Builth Wells 



Magpies 



5 Garth Rd, Builth Wells LD2 3AR Phone:01982 553258 



fr*/" sT-if t^> l~ Floral Specialists 

The J 7 lower Shop street, Bunth 

Siop jfodcLU Tel : 01 982 552686 
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Wiltshire Farm Foods 


Wiltshire Farm Foods ^H^-^^fcj 
Delicious Frozen Meals mj§ffk 
Delivered To Your Door mmmm^SK^ 
tel: 01982 552031 ^IMp'W^ 
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IBuilth Wells Bowling C 

07732 087641 


:iuib 




OWENS 

Reasonable rates and friendly door to door 
service. 
To book tel.07951 804958 




Llangammarch Post Office 
& Shop 
Open 7 days a week 



VWesidep 



urnishers 



Station Road 
Llanelwedd 
01982 553822 
mariahm@live.co.uk 



BUILTH WELLS golf club 

01982 553296 



AA 



The Cammarch Hotel 

LLangammarch Wells, Powys 
AA 4 Stars Guest Accommodation 
+44 (0)1591 620545 




ftutterfi I's. 

beds • flooring . furniture • 


Lion Garage, Castle St, Builth 
Wells LD2 3BN 
01982 553340 


55 High Street, Builth Wells. Tel 01982 552795 




Caleb Roberts 

^^^^ Insurance Services Ltd 


3 West Street, Builth Wells, LD2 3AH 
Tel: 01 982 553050 

E: builth.office@caleb-roberts.co.uk 


25 High St, Builth Wells, Powys LD2 3DL 01982 


Smithfield Tractors Limited 


Tractor & Agricultural machinery specialists 


HONDA. Q John Deere tZetUf- Llanelwedd, Builth Wells, Powys 01 982-553221 



CenturvMarksi 

7 A Hair Salon & Spa 



The Cromlech Campaign 

The Builth Wells branch of The Royal 
British Legion would like to thank all 
those that gave their cash and kind 
support to the Cromlech Campaign 
locally . This helped raise £8079.40 
towards this spectacular Memorial 
surmounted by the 8ft. red Bronze 
Dragon being erected in Langemark 
(Battle of Passchendaele) Belgium, in 
honour of estimated 40,000 soldiers, 
sailors and airmen from Wales who died 
during the First World War. 

On Saturday the 16th August 2014 the Welsh 
Cromlech Memorial was unveiled at 
Langemark in Belgium with over 1500 people 
attending. 

" The Site of the Welsh Memorial was 
packed. Over 1500 present to witness a very 
moving ceremony attended by the First 
Minister and leading Welsh politicians. The 
Choir from North Wales Rugby club took part 
as well as Phil Jones and Gareth Pennel from the Welsh office of the RBL.The memorial is 
magnificent and can be seen proudly overlooking the spot where Hedd Wyan was fatally 
wounded. 

The unveiling was followed on Sunday by the Last Post Ceremony at the Menin Gate. 
Even more people where present including Col Tim Van Rees. As many as 2,000 watched 
the buglers, standard bearers and listened choir as over twenty wreaths were laid. " 





A full account of the weekend is available from Roger Booker. 



THE INVICTUS GAMES 



The recent Invictus Games were all about survival in the 
face of adversity and the strength of the human spirit for 
wounded, injured and sick Servicemen and women. As 
event founder, Prince Harry openly admitted that it was a 
concept he "borrowed" from the United States. This was a 
truly international sporting event and hosted over 400 
competitors from 13 nations. These Games used the 
power of sport to inspire recovery, support rehabilitation, 
and generate a wider understanding and respect of those 
who serve their country. 

As Branch Chairman it was an honour to be invited to 
assist in the running of the sports taking place at the 
Copper Box Arena, which certainly lived up to its reputation from the London Olympics as "The Box that 
Rocked". Working with the teams and on the field of play it was inspirational to see first-hand how well our 
injured service personnel have adapted to better cope with the situations they found themselves in. 
Wheelchair Rugby and Basketball as well as Sitting Volleyball drew in phenomenal support from the public 
with over 5000 spectators in a number of sessions. In return, the crowds were energised by the British 
Forces team who progressed to meet the USA in each of the finals, emerging as victors taking gold in 
each of the 3 sports. 




Poppy Appeal 



In this centenary year we set ourselves a 
target for the poppy Appeal of £1 0,000. 
By organising various events like Whist 
Drives and Golf Tournaments, attending 
Craft Fayres and Motorcycle Rallies 
with our British Legion merchandise, plus a 
Street Collection outside the Royal Welsh 
Show; we are pleased to announce 
that we have exceeded our target by over 
£3,000:00. 

From a Township of around just 2,500 
inhabitants this is a tremendous show of 
support and we send our most sincere 
thanks to the whole community in helping 
raise this magnificent sum. 



A Poppy Is 
to Remember 





No Bull Just Bike Rally 

Once again the Branch was represented at the no 
Bull just bike rally where the sum of £247:38 was 
collected with the help of Peter, Pauline, Jackie and 
Roger . it was a great effort but we really could do 
with more collectors available at various events and 
during the poppy appeal. 




The Royal British Legion 
Builth Wells Branch 




The Glenmore Challenge Cup 

On May 30th the Glenmore Challenge 
Cup was held at Builth golf Club and 

was a resounding success and raised 
£570.00 for the Poppy Appeal. The 

winners were :- 1st. Peter Scott,Nigel 

Davies and John Morris with 87 points. 

2nd. John Goodwin, Derek Jones and 
Nick Morgan with 86 points. 3rd. Gareth 
Wheatman, Stuart Eckley and Colin 

Finch with 85 points, Our thanks to all 
who took part and sponsored the event. 



Need help? 




Call Leg ion line » 




0808 802 80 80 

L 


J 



CONVENING NOTICE 
BRANCH AGM 
Notification is hereby given that the Annual Meeting 

of 

The Builth Wells Royal British Legion Branch will be 

held: 
at 

LOCATION: The Greyhound, Builth Wells 
on 

DATE: 11/11/2014 TIME: 19:30 

The business to be transacted shall be to: 
• Consider reports and accounts for the past year. 
• Elect the following Officers of the Committee: 
Branch President 
Branch Chairman (lYear Term). 
Branch Vice-Chairman (1 Year Term). 
Branch Secretary (1 Year Term). 
Branch Treasurer (1 Year Term). 
Branch Poppy Appeal Organiser (1 Year Term). 
Branch Standard Bearer (1 Year Term). 
• Elect members to the Branch Committee. 
• Consider and raise motions to County Conference. 

Please complete the enclosed Branch AGM 
Nomination Form and add any items you wish to be 

raised at the AGM. 
Please return to the Branch Secretary no later than 

5/11/2014 

RBL Builth Wells, Mayo House, Llangammarch Wells, 
Powys, LD44EF 



Can the Legion help you? 

If you Ve served in the Forces, or are the dependant of someone who has served, 

our services are available to help you. 

We offer advice and support about a wide range of topics, including: War disablement pensions & War 
Widow's or Widower's Pension Compensation claims against the MOD for personal injury caused by 
negligence Disablity Independent Inquest advice Benevolent / welfare help Benefits and money 
advice Independent living Care homes Poppy Breaks, Family Holiday Breaks and Adventure 
BreaksCall our FREE helpline on 0808 802 8080 available 8am to 8pm, 7 days a week. (Closed on 
Christmas Day and 9am to 5pm on Boxing Day and New Year's Day. Free from UK landlines and main 
mobile networks.) From overseas call +44 (0)20 3376 8080 (full rate). Or email 

info@britishlegion.org.ukAII enquiries are treated in confidence. If we are unable to answer your query we 
will do our best to redirect you to a department or organisation who will be able to advise. 



Volunteers Help Needed 

From September onward is a very busy time for the branch preparing for the 
Remembrance Weekend and various events being held. It would be appreciated if 
anyone has the time to assist with the planning and actual production of the 

Rememberance Concert or the Poppy Appeal (collecting on the run up to 
Remembrance Sunday) then please get in touch with us as soon as possible 
RBL Builth Wells Secretary, Mayo House Llangammarch Wells, LD4 4EF 



